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some desolate and worthless corner of the world. They
have employed the wealth of England, in paying troops to
defend mud-wall towns, and uninhabitable rocks, and in
purchasing barriers for territories, of which the natural
sterility secured them from invasion.

This argument, which wants no particular instances to
confirm it, is,. I confess, of the greatest weight in this
question, and inclines me strongly to believe, that the be-
nevolent author of this prediction must have been born a
Briton.

The learned discoverer of the inscription was pleased to
insist, with great warmth, upon the etymology of the word
patria, which signifying, says he, the land of my father,
could be made use of by none, but such whose ancestors
had resided here; but, in answer to this demonstration, as
he called it, I only desired him to take notice, how com-
mon it is for intruders of yesterday to pretend the same
title with the ancient proprietors, and, having just received
an estate, by voluntary grant, to erect a claim of hereditary
right. <

Nor is it less difficult to form any satisfactory conjec-
ture, concerning the rank or condition of the writer, who,
contented with a consciousness of having done his duty, in
leaving this solemn warning to his Country, seems studiously
to have avoided that veneration, to which his knowledge
of futurity, undoubtedly, entitled him, and those honours,
which his memory might justly claim from the gratitude of
posterity; and has, therefore, left no trace, by which the
most sagacious and diligent inquirer can hope to discover
him.

This conduct, alone, ought to convince us, that the pre-
diction is of no small importance to mankind, since the
author of it appears not to have been influenced by any
other motive, than that noble and exalted philanthropy,
which is above the narrow views of recompense or ap-
plause.

That interest had no share in this inscription, is evident
beyond dispute, since the age in which he lived received